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Advent and Christmas at FPC

After all that we have been through as of late,
Advent hope in the coming of Jesus and the
completion of His Kingdom are more critical
than ever.  Our limitations and weaknesses
have been on full display as we have
succumbed to sickness on a scale never seen in
my lifetime.  So even though Jesus' healing
Spirit has also been powerfully present, guiding
brilliant scientists, doctors and other
care-givers, we need the joy and hope of
Advent to keep pressing forward.  

So come and be filled with 1. hope, 2. peace, 3.
love and 4. joy, starting on November 27th this
year when we will enjoy some contemporary
carols.  The rest of the December schedule is
below:
Dec. 4th - Communion and carols (Traditional)
Dec. 11th - Carols and contemporary service
Dec. 18th - Dramatic presentation of the
pre-Christmas narratives in Luke with
traditional music
Dec. 24th - 5 p.m. family pageant and 8:30 p.m.
candlelight communion
Dec. 25th - 10:30 a.m. Carol-sing and Christmas
Day Message

Pastor Ken and Linda Macari will be leading
services from Dec. 18th through January 1st.  I
am very appreciative of them doing so and the
session supporting my first Christmas off in
more than 20 years.  Pastor David. 
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Session and Committee News

FPC Restoration Campaign Update – September 2022

The restoration of the damage caused by the September 1, 2021 flooding of the spaces below
the Sanctuary is essentially complete.  Russ Miller, head of Trustees, has done a terrific job
managing the various contractors needed to: repair the plumbing, install new air conditioning
units, replace numerous windows and upgrade the Sanctuary A.V. system.  A breakdown of
the $160,000 spent is below:

We are so grateful for the 21 donors who generously contributed $29,200 to support this repair
/ renovation.  Thank you!!  However, even when adding the $35,000 donated by the Ficken
Fund, we are still running a deficit of nearly $96,000.  We urgently need further contributions
to close this gap.  Please prayerfully consider making a donation now to financially support
the repair of our Sanctuary.  Donations can be sent to the church office or be made online by
selecting the “Give” tab located on the FPC website (fanwoodpc.org) and designating the
“Restoration Campaign”.

Stewardship & Finance Commi�ee and Trustees
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Session and Committee News

Thanks be to God for New Staff Members

We are thrilled to welcome two new staff
members and two others who are with us at
least in the interim.  Alexa Teebo is leading
our children and youth music ministries and
singing beautifully at every service.  

Ariel Munoz comes to us
from our tenant Vida Abundante and is

our excellent new praise band director,
leading our contemporary services.  Luyang
Liu has been blessing us every week with
wonderful music on organ and piano and
Jason Rivera has three hats: 1. a.v. director,
2. guitar and/or bass, and 3. singing.  Both
Luyang and Jason are completing master’s
degrees in Music fields this year.

Thanksgiving at FPC

    We hope you will join us for our
Thanksgiving and Stewardship Sunday on
November 20th which will include a potluck
after worship in the dining room.  Bring
your favorite main or side dish, salad or
dessert. 

Please Scan the QR code for sign-up on the
picture to rsvp or contact Kris Adams
krisadams@peoplepc.com or Emily Sena
ecwsena@gmail.com for your questions.

All Saints’ Sunday Remembrances on
Sunday Nov. 6th

Please let us know if you would
like a loved one, friend or
family, who has passed in the
last year or two lifted up by

name in worship and in the bulletin. Please
email fanwoodpress@gmail.com (with two ‘S’s
as in press and publicity) the name of your
loved one, how you are related to them, the
picture and your name.

The children will be singing 'O How He Loves
You and Me' and helping us to remember the
eternal love that saves us and into which those
who have gone before have entered.

Vol. 67, No. 6 THE FANFARE Page 3

mailto:krisadams@peoplepc.com
mailto:ecwsena@gmail.com
mailto:fanwoodpress@gmail.com


Session and Committee News
The Boy Scouts are going to
conduct their annual food drive
in an effort to help restock the
inventory for the FPC food bank.

The food drive will be held on
Saturday November 12th from
9AM-1PM in the FPC church

parking lot.  We will have two jobs which
you can sign up for (Food sorters and Food
runners).  The food sorters job is stationary
and will be responsible for sorting food,
discarding expired food and placing food
into designated boxes at your station.  The
food runners job will receive food from the
cars in the parking lot, run it to a sorting
station and help move full boxes to the
inventory room.  

Similar to last year we are going to set up
tables inside in each preschool room and
outside in 4-5 locations. Each room (inside
or outside) will be limited to two people
with the main job to sort the food into its
designated box.  We encourage you to wear
masks if indoors.   

At this point we are asking for volunteers to
sign up.  The time slots will be in two hour
increments on November 12th (so 9-11 or
11-1). There is also a post clean up time slot
for Sunday November 13th from
11:30AM-1PM.

We created a google sheet to use as a sign
up.  Please sign up for what you are

comfortable with.    Also please feel free to
forward this to
others who I
might have
missed. 

Any other
questions please
let me know. 
Thanks in advance
for your time to volunteer.  
Thanks, Andrew

Brighter Christmas Tree

It’s time again for the
Brighter Christmas Tree
Project.  Clients from United
Family Services are the
recipients of these gifts.  The
tree will be up the second
week in November and the
sign-up list will be available

at that time.  After you make your selection,
please be sure to use the sign-up sheet so we
have a record of every tag.  Gift card options
will be available for those who wish to
donate but would prefer not to shop for a
specific item.  Please bring your unwrapped
gift or gift card with the tag a�ached or your
name and item number clearly labeled to the
church no later than Sunday Dec 11th.
Donations of gift bags, ribbons or wrapping
paper are also welcome so the United
Family parents can wrap the gifts for their
children.  Any questions, please call or email
Kris Adams at 908-432-2494 or
krisadams@peoplepc.com.
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Church News

Westminster Preschool

Westminster Preschool is open and back to our regular schedule. We are so
happy to welcome the children and their families back into the building and
with morning and afternoon classes! With no exception our teachers have

created amazing classroom spaces for the children and are working with the families each day.
We have begun Worship on Fridays and are thankful to have Pastor David join us once a
month during Worship.

The children have enjoyed a wonderful September and October working on fall projects
and we are gearing up for Halloween. This year we will have our annual parade and Sing
Along with the families while also hosting a Trunk or Treat in the parking lot on Friday
October 28th for the children to enjoy. Our newly formed Parent Organization is organizing
the Trunk or Treat with volunteers from the preschool.

We learned about fire prevention and welcomed the firefighters from Fanwood to the
school to teach the children to not be afraid and they gave a tour of the fire truck. The children
even practiced being a firefighter by using the fire hose! We also had our very own pumpkin
patch at Westminster! We want to thank Schieferstein Farm in Clark for the delivering the
pumpkins. On top of learning and ge�ing to know new friends, the children had so much fun!
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Church News

Looking ahead to November and December the children will learn the importance of giving
and family. The children will learn new le�ers every week and create wonderful projects to
decorate our hallways. We will continue the Westminster traditions of the Thanksgiving Feast
and “The Christmas Story.” I would like to thank everyone for their patience and kindness
during the past 2 years. It was a very different type of teaching, but we are very joyful in the
building and happy to be back! Kim Russo

Hospitality Commi�ee

The Hospitality Commi�ee will be hosting its first new members get-together for the year, on
November 12th at 5:30PM in the FPC Dining Hall. Invitations have gone out to all new members and
regular guests of the church. We look forward to an evening of enjoyment, socializing with new friends
and sharing refreshments. Child care will also be provided as needed. We also look forward
to supporting the Christian Education, and Fellowship Commi�ees with their activities when called on.
If you would like to find out more about Hospitality's mission, or interested in joining the Commi�ee,
please reach out to Pastor David.

The next cooking day is November 14.
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Church News

FOOD BANK 
The 3rd Saturday of each month, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. @ Church Parking Lot

Food can be dropped off and placed in the blue carts in the parking lot on Tuesdays 3-5PM.
There is also plastic bins labeled food bank on Martine Ave. and the back door of the church

closest to the parking lot (follow the playground fence) where you can drop off items anytime (if
Tuesdays does not work for you). Also the YMCA on Martine Ave has a box outside for

donations labeled FPC.

November Birthdays
Date Date Date Date

1 9 Richard Ledesma 17 25 Vicki Dembiec
2 Robert Lindemann 10 David Trumpp 18 Nicole Tanguy 26
3 11 19 Harrison McClure

Patrick Dembiec
Norman Schwartz

27

4 Amy Ledesma 12 20 28
5 13 21 Molly Van Ostenbridge 29 Ellen Geissel
6 14 22 30
7

Sam Whitefield
15

Carol Thomson
23 Michelle Gustafson

Teresa Gustafson
31

8 16 Joni Elliot
Darcie Lubalin
Christopher Turso

24
Evelyn Schneider

December Birthdays
Date Date Date Date

1 9 17 25

2 10 Benjamin Jackmin 18 Cynthia Gray 26 Michael Donofrio, Jr. 
Cynthia Swindlehurst

3  11   19 27
Albert Saum

4 12 20
Danielle Shoback

28

5 Alan Krey 13  21  29 Hailey Kim 

6 14 22 30
7 15 Christee Curran 23 31
8 John Spicer 16 Seth Jahnke

Jasmine Lyons
24

Sorry if we missed your birthday or have it mistaken. Please let us know, if so.
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